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EDITORIAL:
HISTORIES AND
EPISTEMOLOGIES
OF SCIENTIFIC
INSTITUTIONS

This thematic issue of our journal
is the outcome of our last year’s
call for papers seeking submissions
focusing on the institutional and
material aspects of the scientific
development. Our intention was to
bring attention to the various forms
of institutionalization in science,
with specific emphasis on the cur-
rent transformation of academic
culture or scientific practice. The
new “regimes of knowledge”, which
more and more noticeably tend to
perceive science as one “institution”
among many others and thus reveal
the continuities of the develop-
ment of science with the political,
cultural, social and economic de-
velopment, indicate that science
as an institution will be measured
on the basis of other criteria than
it was in the past. And that this
will have explicit consequences for
the concept of scientific activity as
such. Although the contributions
collected in this issue represent only
part of our declared intention to fo-
cus on the institutional and material
aspects of scientific development
(the texts specifically deal with the

history of one eminent scientific
institution, with the changes in
publishing practice in relation to
the rise of electronic journal data-
bases, with the development of one
research orientation - sociology of
scientific knowledge - in relation to
the reflection of scientific develop-
ment, and with the institutional
development of one scientific disci-
pline - cybernetics), our journal will
continue to pay systematic attention
to the “history and epistemology of
scientific institutions” in the forth-
coming issues.

EDITORIAL:
HISTORIE A EPISTEMOLOGIE
VEDECKYCH INSTITUCI

Toto tematické ¢islo naseho ¢asopisu
je vysledkem nasi vyzvy z minulého
roku, jejiz prostfednictvim jsme
chtéli ziskat prispévky zaméfujici
se na institucionalni a materialni
aspekty védeckého vyvoje. Nasim
zamérem bylo privést pozornost
k rtznym podobam instituciona-
lizace ve védé, a to se specifickym
dirazem na soucasné promény
akademické kultury ¢&i védecké
praxe. Nové se etablujici ,rezimy
védéni®, jez stale zretelnéji nahlizeji
na védu jako na jednu ,instituci®
mezi mnohymi a odkryvaji sou-
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vislosti vyvoje védy s politickym,
kulturnim, spole¢enskym a zejména
ekonomickym vyvojem, naznaduji,
ze véda jako instituce bude pométo-
vana na zakladé jinych kritérii, nez
tomu bylo v minulosti, coz ma zfe-
telné duasledky pro samotné pojeti
védecké ¢innosti. Ackoli prispévky
sebrané do tohoto ¢isla reprezentuji
pouze ¢ast ndmi ohldseného zaméru
vénovat pozornost instituciondlnim
a materialnim aspektim védeckého
vyvoje (texty se konkrétné zaméruji
na déjiny jedné vyznamné védecké
instituce, na promény publikacni
praxe v souvislosti s rozvojem ¢aso-
piseckych databazi, na vyvoj jedné
vyzkumné orientace - sociologie
védeckého pozndni - ve vztahu
k reflexi védeckého vyvoje a na in-
stituciondlni vyvoj jedné védecké
discipliny - kybernetiky), nas ca-
sopis chce tématu ,historii a episte-
mologii védeckych instituci“ nadéle
vénovat systematickou pozornost.

Jan Balon
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